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Student Librarian Handbook


Managing the Student Librarian Program

My Student Librarian program is very simple. I allow any interested student in Grade 3 or above to fill in the application form for Student Librarians. This gives students who do not usually get a chance to lead an opportunity to do so. I have found that students do well and seem to really enjoy this opportunity (I have only had to remove one student from the position).



Students are waitlisted in order of when they return their applications, which encourages them to turn it in promptly. I don’t have a deadline to turn it in because I want to encourage any student to become more involved in the library, and it is easy to just put them at the bottom of the list. I post the list in the library and they enjoy coming to look at whose turn it is and figure out how long until it’s their turn.



A student’s responsibilities are to come in first, take out their class folder, and call students in to return their books and do the check-in paperwork. Depending on the library activity that day, Student Librarians can read aloud to their class or reshelve returned books. After the activity is over they check books out for their classmates. When every student is done, the Student Librarian can choose their book and make sure the library is tidy. As a reward, I give them a lollipop for their work and a name tag sticker to put on their shirt for the day. Neither of these things are necessary, but they are fun.



I have student librarians change every week, and they are only responsible for their own class. I do it this way because that is the easiest to arrange with my teachers, and should allow for them to continue the program when my Peace Corps service is over. I hold a training session for Grade 3 students and just do a 10-minute review for all the higher grades. Training everyone how to check in and out equips the students to run the book checkout on their own.



The Student Librarian program has been very successful at my school because the students are now much more interested and involved in our library.

Signe Midelfort-Vognar
U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer
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